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Old Chapel is a i t u a t e d  on t h e  alope above t h e  burying ground 
a t  t h e  junct ion  of Routes 340 and 255. The green span of t h e  peaceful  
j raveyard ,  e x h i b i t i n g  some e x c e l l e n t  examplea of ante-bellum gravestone:, 
a r t  and craf t smanship ,  is  enclosed by a  low random rubb le  s tone  wal l  
and is shaded by numerous t r e e s .  

Tho rec tangu la r  three-bay r t r u c t u r e  is f o r t y  f e e t  long. The 
n o r t h  end has  two beys, t h e  south  -- t h r e e .  The gab le  roof is  covered 
by wood shingle .  The w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  in  couraed rubble  l imestone wi th  
wi th  simple t r a b e a t e d  a rches  over  t h e  doors and windows. The west 
openings have f l a t  a rches  i n  s tone .  Six-panelled double doors  with f ive-  
paned rec tangu la r  transoms open on the  south,  e a s t  and weat. The 
windows a r e  covered by s h u t t e r s  w i t h  t hose  on the  west having panels.  
A l l  t h e  s h u t t e r s  have i r o n  s t r a p  hinges. 

The hiqh p u l p i t ,  6et between t h e  two e a s t e r n  windows has  a  
p l a i n  sounding board and is surrounded by an a l t a r  r a i l  with turned 
b a l u s t e r s .  S t r a i g h t  backed pewa, marked f o r  fami ly  occupancy by 
b raes  plaques,  a l l  f a c e  t h e  pu lp i t .  The g a l l e r y  in  the  west end is 
en te red  by a  s t e e p  s t a i r  opening from t h e  e x t e r i o r  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  
Wooden pane l l ing  encloses  a  small  room in  t h e  southwest co rne r  under 
t h e  ga l l e ry .  Wooden double-hung windows wi th  o r i g i n a l  twelve-over- 
twelve r a shes  r e t a i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  frames. 
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S T A T E M E N T  OF  5 1 C H I F I C I N C E  

The p ic turesque  bu t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  p l a i n  Old Chapel i n  
Clarke  County is t h e  o l d e s t  Episcopal church bui ld ing  west of t h e  
Blue Ridge Mountains. Freder ick  Pa r i sh ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  pa r i sh  f o r  
Old Chapel, and Augusta P a r i s h  were formed with corresponding coun t i e s  
in  1738. Lord Fa i r f ax  was one of the  vestrymen of Frederick Pariah.  
The predecessor  of Old Chapel was Cunningham's Chapel, a log 
s t r u c t u r e ,  b u i l t  i n  1747. I n  1792, Colonel Nathaniel Burwell of 
C a r t e r  Ha l l  gave two a c r e s  of land f o r  a church and t h e  burying 
ground a t  t h e  s i t e  of Cunningham's Chapel. The s tone  church was 
cons t ruc ted  jus t  n o r t h  of t h e  o ld  log  chape l  and was completed in  
1793. By 183&, an  enlarged congregat ion f ind ing  Old Chapel too small  f o r  
convenient  use decided t o  b u i l d  a new church more c e n t r a l l y  loca ted  a t  
Millwood. Although s e r v i c e s  continued a t  Old Chapel f o r  a time, these  
soon became sporadic  and today t h e  s t r u c t u r e  is used only once annually.  

I n  t h e  burying ground, s t i l l  used today,  l i e  such notable8  
a s  Governor Edmund Randolph and Colonel Nathaniel Burwell a s  w e l l  
a s  many o t h e r s ,  including members of t h e  Burwell and Page f ami l i e s .  
Although t h e  Chapel is i n  t h e  charge of t h e  Episcopal min ia t e r  a t  
Millwood, it and t h e  cemetery a r e  owned by the  Burwell Cemetery 
Corporat ion.  
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